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Educational Heritage Sites in Bizen City
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EEHR B 10 (1670) ~HHR3E(1870)

lkeda Mitsumasa, lord of Okayama Domain, sought to promote education
not just among the samurai class but also among the commoners.
Following the teachings of the Confucian scholar Kumazawa Banzan, he
established Shizutani Gakko (Shizutani schoollas a place of learning in a

quiet, verdant mountain village within his domain. He also endowed the
school with gakuden {Itamura Shimoi and others)—land whose produce
would provide it with financial security. Shizutani Gakko is the oldest
public school for commoners in the world, it admitted people from many
different walks of life, including samurai and students from other
domains.
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Mobuhara family documents from Ita Village, Site of Kumazawa Banzan Residence Site of seiden

Wake County, Bizen Province
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At the behest of lkeda Mitsumasa, lord of Okayvama Domain, his vassal
Tsuda Nagatada built the Confucian-stvle lkeda clan family grawve in
1669 However, lkeda Tsunamasa, who was Mitsumasa's son. and |later
ganerations of the lkeda clan were adherents of Buddhism; a new family
grave was therefore built in Sogen-ji Temple in present-day Ckayama
City. Mevertheless, the lords of Okavama Domain and their relatives — =
continued tovisit the grave in Waidani throughout the Edo period. It s muamﬁm—lc
preserved in good condition to this day. agmj@xpmsway BeRLigtarchaey
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Educational Heritage Sites in Hita City
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1 B EE Kangien The Confucian scholar Hirose Tanso established the Kangien (Kangien
SEENEARS b 14 S (181 7)~B83% 30 F(1897) academy] private academy in Bungo Hita, tenryo (shogunate territory]

centered around a magistrate’ s estate. that flourished from trade as a
merchant’ s town. Tanso adopted various progressive ideas, including the
Sandatzvho system, which ensured that students were welcome
regardless of social status, age, or educational background, and
Getanhyo, a system of assessing student achievements on a monthly
basis. Kangien became the largest private academy in early modern
Japan, with a total of more than 5000 students from across Japan
passing through its gates.

Residents of neighboring Mameda-machilMameda-machi Town) helped
support Kangien by providing lodgings for students; visitors to the town

= d o can still see Tanso's former home, documents pertaining to him and his
EEEFE EE] E ﬁ“’ lEl% academy, and the former townscape.
Mameda-machi Former home of Hirose Tanso
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Grave of Hirose Tanso Kangien historical Main Hall of Chofuku-ji Temple Site of Keirin" en

collection of documents
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Hikivara, the Float Ceremony of the Hita Gion Festival[UNESCO Intangible Cultural Heritage)
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Hikiyama, the Float Ceremony of the Hita Gion Festival is held annually on the first Saturday
and Sunday after July 20, and boasts a history extending back some 300 vears It is dedicated
to safeguarding the people of Hita from plagues and from damage caused by wind and rain.
The festival is renowned for the sounds of the Gion bayashi festival bands, and the yamaboko—
gorgeous floats that are paraded through Kuma, Takeda and Mameda Districts. In 1996,
Hikiyvama, the Float Geremony of the Hita Gion Festival was designated a national Important
Intangible Folk Cultural Property; in 2016, it was registered as a UNESCO Intangible Cultural
Heritage. At the Hita Gion Yamahoko Hall, wisitors can see six different yamaboko floats.
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Food and drink connected to the educational herirqge sites that visitors should try
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In Mito, toasts are made KE) Sefden-mai rice is grown on (AT
with wmeshu (plum liqueur} Komon Cuisine and Mito seiden lands owned by Junmai Ginjo Bizen Seiden
(Mito City) Domain ramen have been Shizutani Gakko (Bizen City) is a type of premium sake made
recreated as examples of using only koji (fermented rice),
food eaten by Tokugawa water, and seiden-mai rice
Mitsukuni {Mito City) (Bizen City)
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Cherished local cuisines
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AR fermented soy beans wrapped  Stamina ramen: noodles served in a soy Hita yakisoba: fried noodles o
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in rice straw sauce-based broth, and topped with a with a crispy texture pSaa—
HEBSL thick, sweet and spicy, starchy soup FEAFIEA

containing lots of vegetables
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Ashikaga City
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pa ko Yakisoba with potatoes: Ashikaga shumai; onion-filled >
TRATHIE Kakioko: savory okonomiyaki fried noodles dumplings served with a 23
BB pancakes containing plentiful containing steamed, special sauce AA= T T TH—
BREroon— oysters landed in Bizen City' s bite-sized potatoes o LE
Hinase Town

KFE  Mito City RBFT  Ashikaga City
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TEL:Q29-306-2132/Mail: isan@city.mito.lg.jp T

EL: 0284 20-2220/Mail. bunka@city ashikagalz.jp
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TEL: 097 3-22-.0268/Mail : sekaiisan@city hitalz jp
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